
PATENT 

EXPEDITED PROCEDURE REQUESTED UNDER 37 CFR § 1.116 

USSN 09/432,618 

1 - (Twice Amended) A system for monitq/ing the operation of computer 
/ pj^rams by collecting software related events relati/ig to the performance of a plurality 
of target programs, each program running on a respective target processor, and each 
/ target processor being located on a separate systfem bus, the system comprising: 

a plurality of event collection cards, eachyreceiving softvJare related events from 
a respective one of the plurality of target programs, wherein each of the plurality of 
event collection cards and the respective on&oi the target programs are installed on the 
same system bus, and wherein each event collection card includes: 

a time stamp clock for providjng a time stamp when each event is 

received; 

an event memory for storing the received events; 
a sync interface unit for receiving a sync signal; 
a sync control unit for synchronizing the time stamp clock to the sync 
signal received by the sync interface/ and 

a collection control unit for time stamping the collected events according to 
the time stamp clock synchronized to the sync signal, for storing the time stamped 
events in the event memory, ana for sending the collected software related events to a 
host computer that monitors tfp performance of the target programs based on the 
collected events. 

Cj^^jj Cjy ^ ^ (Amended) The systerj/ of claim 1 , wherein the event collection card 
n /ends the collected events to the h^/st computer for processing, and wherein the event 
(collection card further includes: 
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a bus interface unit, connected to an event colleptkJrf bus, for receiving events 
from the target processor over the system bus^wierein the bus interface unit forwards 
the received events to the collectionpdntrol unit over the event collection bus; 

a processing unit, conpeWed to a local bus, for sending the collected events to 
the host computer; anc 

a bus isolation unit for allowing the event collection bus and the local bus to 
operate Jnp^rallel. 

15. (Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein tl^ collection control unit 
dates a memory count for each time stamped event stored in the event memory, 



wherein the event collection card sends the collected events to the host computer for 
processing, wherein the event collection card further includes: 

a processing unit for sending the collected events to the host computer according 
to the memory count. 

28. (Twice Amended) In a system hafving a plurality of target programs, 
each program running on a respective target processor, and each target processor 
being located on a separate system bus, wherein each of a plurality of event collection 
cards and a respective one of the target urograms are installed on the same system 
bus, wherein each event collection card/performs a method for monitoring the operation 
of computer programs, comprising: 

receiving software related events from the respective one of the plurality of target 
programs, each software related avent relating to the performance of a respective target 



program; 
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storing the received events in an/event memory; 
receiving a sync signal; 

synchronizing a time stamp clorfk to the received sync signal; 
time stamping the collected events according to the time stamp clock 
synchronized to the sync signal; 

storing the time stamped events 



in the event memory; and 
sending the collected software related events to a host computer that monitors 
e performance of the target programs based on the collected events. 




36. (Amended) The method of claim 28, further including the steps of: 
sending the collected events to the hosy computer for processing; 
receiving events from the corresponding target processor over an event 
collection bus; 

sending the collected events to th6 host computer using a local bus; and 
allowing the event collection buis and the local bus to operate in parallel. 

40. (Amended) The method of claim 28, further including the steps of: 
updating a memory count Jor each time stamped event stored in the event 
memory; and 

sending the collected events to the host computer according to the memory 

count. 



REMARKS 

By this Amendment, Applicants have cancelled claims 16-27 without prejudice or 
disclaimer and propose amending claims 1, 10, 15, 28, 36, and 40. Applicants 



